varies from 12 to 21, depending upon the number of pregnancies experienced by women.
In British experience (Burns, 1942) the abortion rate rises from 1 per cent in the primipara to 18 per cent in the 12th pregnancy [April-May, 1946 and to as much as 40 per cent in the 13th pregnancy. In the present series only 22 per cent of the mothers were primiparas, and women with a large number of pregnancies were not uncommon.
Hence the difference in the order of pregnancies in the two countries cannot furnish the explanation.
It is interesting to note that the percentage of women negative for Rh factor who would mostly contribute to abortion and still-births, as found by Greval and Roy Chowdhury (1943) in Calcutta is about the same (10 per cent) as found by Wiener (1945) (table II) about two-thirds of the mothers below 20 years of age are primiparas. However, the percentage of the married women is high, and the duration of married life, in its most reproductive period, is larger. However, a check is furnished by the custom that widows do not generally remarry and by the fact that the percentage of widows is high. Taking into consideration the age specific fertility for women and the age distribution at widowhood it is estimated that the reduction in the growth of population due to this cause amounts to 15 per cent. This is a high figure which must necessarily affect the net reproduction rate and the rate of growth of population. 
Sex ratio
The male population is 52 per cent; thus the males outnumber the females. However, the mortality rates among males is higher than amongst the females in all age groups except the age groups 10-15, 35-40 and 45-50. Since the Singur population is not influenced by immigration it would be expected that the sex ratio at birth would be greatly in favour of the males, and it is known that the males outnumber the females generally. However, it is not so for 1943 according to the information collected in the survey; the females outnumber'the males at birth, but the difference is not significant, being less than twice the standard error due to sampling.
[ April-May, 1946 The inter-relation between the growth of population, poverty and health has exercised the minds of many thinking people in this country. It In keeping with conditions in the rest of Bengal, the percentage of people who are economically active is markedly lower than the rest of India. This is mainly due to the women not being engaged in gainful occupation.
